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1 further, with the Steps that have led the Author to make it publick. 
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tunities and Capacity, to. judge of. This Method, as as ſingular as 
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- deavoured to ſupply the broken Diviſions, with ſuch Links and Mediums, as 


|. may. indifferently well fill, ap {he lernen þ aces: cue eee 
W bole, not quite heterogeneous ko Ng its Parts. Tho' indeed 
it muſt ſtill be own'd a ra of the looſer and leſs. regular kind; and there: 


fore he has not prefumed to think the Work deſerves any explicit Denomination : 
But having thrown it into Meaſure and Rhime, in order to enliven the Deſcrip- 
Bons and Sentiments, and give them a more eaſy and agreeable Turn, he preſents 
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to found the Publick for an Opinion of the Work; the Author being determi- 5 
. ned to regulate his Proceedings by that very important Criterion. For as he is | 
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Of the human State, and the Fo and «of Man in repining at his Condidos; 


and wiſhing to ſurmount the Bounds, or alter the Laws of NATURE: And of =, 


mental Advantages, and moral Uſe, flowing fro n 77 a n 
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Application of — Acquiſitions in 3 to moral 
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ner, (to 099). 25 The Eſſay concludes wth, an 
. - Ageount of the — Situntion, and Opinions. 


K 


rs wal 455 b r 
Ae 


— r Mp yy 1158 
ere roy dane br prene, and rene aſte, (to 363). lee a 


ATVUKRE, and "| 


" 


. 4 2 
* 
5 * 
+ 
, * 
** 
* 
- 4 1 


ILE you with lenient hand, around. 


ES 


; #3 is 6 OO 
> % + 5 21 a7 '£ * 


Some . of Jeifare, if tis in your power, 
One ſuch to ſteal, indulge me with that hour: 


I come, not over bold, nor us d to fear; 15 
| J age freely, but before ee. bear! 
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| ©: That Phobus ſtruck me with his piercing ray; 
Nor buſineſs crowding to diſtract my bra in, 
Nor cares moleiting, nor diſtucꝶ dyvith pain; 1020 
All diſengag'd; fo fate deci e the time! T 
Inſtant I felt the dang rous itch of rhyme, -./- F 


| Before me, Narvkk $ Sc RENEsS aroſe to a 7 


Prompt at the view, and rais d with the conceit, 1 


Already fancied I my verſe compleat; n nie 
A verſe to laſt, for ever to be read, 1 5 10 
While en ſhall flow,- or hun lift its hands 
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Thence hear the difappointed, F. 


This world is but a bubble, but a at 4 
urſt and dreams arecer, 3 


adm hen bubble 
The wak d be landed on ſome happier ſhore! 
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Where fix d, eternal bide the ſeals e 4 


Nor ever blot obliterates a name 51 
But while we walk rhis maze of human life, 12638 
| Surrounded with its various braids:of Arie L 
Since, members of the ever rolling ball, 

| With good; we muſt partake the bad and all;/50 
| The ills and miſchiefs that can life betide,: « | 
Or ſprung from folly, or produc d benen 
Ix but remains we act the part of man, 92 
And keep our pace as ſteady as we can. 
In vain fond hope would more than this fupply, 5 2 
One bliſs continued, one unbroken jay 

Tho ſuch bleſt views may tend a bare pers, 
The ſear — e is not Ange m_ 21 41 L 
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EvEN L who-now: attempt the Muſe Mai 
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Who view the crowding: i images: incline, 
To join my: 


The proſpect darkens and diſſobves in ſhades; of " 


Sl 


f 
8 
* 


þ Rejoice and 


POETIC ESSAYS UT 


A chilneſs ſeizes on my clouded brain}, 
eee I labour: Sor: a n in van. 
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chance; 
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"gs to ide, or bann; to advance; 31 L 
To:taſte and loſe the taſte of good and ill, 

To action puſh d, or burthen d to ſtand ſtill; 


We ſtrugale thro all che lauch and fret, 
ourn, are merry, in a pet; 


Wax proud and humble, open and diſguiſe; 


No all for buſineſs, all for pleaſure now, - 


Without a ſingle queſtion, why? or howꝰ 


Time hurries on, we ſtop not to enquire, 125 


But ſnatch in haſte, as prompts each new deſire. 


Still on the brink of all we love and hate, 
From this to that for ever vacillate: 
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Or to the guſts of paſſion fall a prey, if trees 3G 


Or flit on vanity's light wings awayn: 136 
Vet ſtillhope'sflatt'ring mirrour chears the OM 
And urges I 5 
Or if man grovels, or he ſoars on high 
Still happineſs is figur d in his eye; an 
New phantoms riſe — 233 
Still — — ever fancied true. TT 
So true to —_— _ — — 55 f 
That when full expectation meets a blank, 


Tho felt the ſfock, — 
Or ſhaken gentiy 5 yet i is ſhook with grace, N 
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And yielding ſoftly, ſurer keeps his place. 
A conduct, form d to Honour e 14 
True moderation is the praiſe of man. 
Appointed ima middle ſtate to ſhine, een 
Betwixt the brutal nature and anne; 1 rie ol 


% POETIC ESSAYS. An 
Of each partaking, while a mortal here 
In vain from either ſtru ggles to get clear; $'t © 
But duly temp ring both, erects that frame, 
aum beauteous ſtructure which we VIA ang 


Who to extreams is driven, * chanceormll, 


. Muſt find the ſure event unhappy ſtill. 
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I be cell, . 12 
Wild paſſion burſts anc a parhy deſtroys. 
02 SE NVE in Va RI 0˙8 _ RE 
Dd; oof 2 1583 
An abſtract 8 d ja ne (AN 
What in exceſs belongs to him, we 8 
| Belongs'to all, in great or leſs degree; e eil 
| | In midſt-of- plenty, want beſets his door 05 F. 
And full of riches, he's extreamly poor: 166 
Enjoying pleaſure, is with pleaſure 1 7 
| In i hope s fruition, quite —_— * 
) Pof 


ET re Bs S'8 VS #72 Ny I 
nag of bleſlings, '{till remains undleſt-/ üer 
And reſtleſs moſt: when leiſure bids him reſtk 

' Hy yo exclaims, unhappy ſtate of things! _ 
That fure content from nœ condition duns 
But ſpight of all that prieſts or ſages preach, 
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Man hunts for ever what is out of reach 1 1 
Or if he touch, the very touch Zest i of 
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And loſt th de nt as he e en 17 I 
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Till death; 5 droþ the empty Sener aper toy” 

Is this the gift of heavn, ye learned, ſhow? | 

A droll, a jeſt, a mock ry and a woe! ain 
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Is there no goodneſs ſhort! of very beſt; 
Not bleſt below the moſt ſupreme of bleſt > 180 
Beſtow d is nothing, where not all is given; 
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No dwelling happy, nor rejoic'd abode; __ 
| That mounts not on the very throne of God2/ 
This ſhocks: _ tuna oa ſee aſ- 
2K ſign d, 5 i en 5 
Blis in Mts to each had of mind 
And as the mental ſcale aſcends in ag 


Still broader runs and ſpreads to infinite. 
To man, a proper happineſs for man; 10 ? 


Receive it, mortal! with a grateful end 


Or if it lingers, learn to wait reſign ddl. 
The laws that bind all beings wage 11 1 oj | ba 


Are mx! RO 1 ſeen at all Tow W 0 
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Nor height beneath the ſummit of high heaven? 


| Whoſe ſcanty being meaſures but a ſpan. . 190 
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. ON much ſee clearly of thy-narrow;ſtate, 161 153 
* ITis wrong to murmurg and tis right to wait] | 
Perhaps what you an èvil underſtood. — 
Is but the line that lim limits human good: 3uT 
Which, who once paſſes or deſites to paſs, l 
Is guided by leſs. reaſon than/an/afs,/; |] 20 
The higheſt pitch in morals we can reach. "I 
Is not to aim in/nature's bounds a breach 3p. | 
But ſo conduct our action and our will, 90 45 1 
As ſuits bur ſtate; which is the middle itil? 3 
And who but leans to that extream or this 20 
Inclines to folly, and departs from bliſs. 
I/ vain inſatiate appetite would roam; 1 dT © 
The ſtint which nature ſets, is placd at home; 3 
Includes boch high and lou, and great and imaliz A 
A common parent s common care of all. 21 
Jus what we uſe is ours, and ours the more: 3 
The leſs we re anxious to enlarge the ſtore. 
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On G gain, who ſets his vehement heart, 
Finds more and more, but leſs and leſs impart.” | 1 
Ichouſands heapon thouſands, ftillthefi ght, 215 
But keener hets his reſtleſs appetite 21: 1 - * 19-0 
But he who little views with chearful eyes. 
Will find that little may enough ſuffice; - 1 5 
If wants external, break not inward peace, 
He quaffs his cup of joy and lives at eaſe. 2905 
Not, but our boſoms ask for temp rate gales, 
And that the paſſions gently ſwell een erh 
| Yet ſo, that reaſon in their top career. 
MN lay ſtill command, and free from ee ee "ig 
Thus, tho ae one md Rice waves 
eie eee eee e 225 
We bound oer . ae with delight. 197 a 
+ Kind motion is the ſource of life and j . iy 
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Not prone to parts, but careful of che hole 3 
The whole, a ſyſtem fram d by perfect art. un 1 
Where ev ry individual has its part; 28 bf 100 
Link d and allied, ſo fit and juſtly pla d. 8 þ 
That good in one; diffuſes thro the reſt. 
Then ſpare the Pow in, thar fx dhe central f m. 
ht the Fir 
Who gave them ſpeed aid 
While ages wear, and time diſſolves away: 

Who turns the ſeaſons on the rolling hers, 27 1 
Devolving all the changes of the year 
Who works reve thro the bear ns and e artim 
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And guides, omnipotent! th eternal reins.” 
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H RR fix our baſis, own the Power divine; 
And one immenſe, wiſe, perfect, good deſigggʒ 
5 Where all ſubſiſts that can, of e An 
And if there evil be, can be no les. 1933 BIS; 
Inman; and only man, that evil find; 271 ; 
Who boaſts;of morals: and a reas ning mind 210 0 
The reſt of all that live, enjoy their ſtate, 
In its full bliſs, nor murmur at their fate: | 
The ſhorteſt liv'd, rejoice their fleeting day, a5 
The longeſt; patient paſs their {low decay 
What! chen alone ſhall he complaints let Haller. 
Who vaunts himſelf the mighty lord of, all? / 
Gro ſick with ſpleen upon his fancied: throne, 
Yet ſtill high creſted, call the world his on? 2 P " | 
ng contradiction! piec d of wild extreams 
The ſlave s worſt fears, ambition smaddeſtdrea NS, 
Ant ſuch the wretch's curſe, and right beſtow d. 
On him; Who headſtrong. breaks from nat ures 
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1 PO ETIC ES SANS. ELL - 
Os xv the meaſur d world, and mark its laws!” 
How ſteady theſe, how uniform the cauſe? 280 
To complex ends; what ſimple means conduct; /, 
Deriv d from frugal fprings,whar eee ed! 
Thro all th effects, worlds infinite contain, 

No labour uſeleſs nothing done in vain!n 
G xx; cho npart each planet ase a ſun * 
To form and rule a ſyſtem, needs but one; 
Ibat one, if alter d, or that bun 50K 
Each planet wanders, of all order void wa 
But fix'drand-ſtation'd at its proper goal, 
Gives light and life and vigour to the r : 955 
Whence perfect harmony and beauty ſprings, 
The full firim balance and conſent of things. 
And what in this one ſyſtem you explore, 
Condludle, adjuſts and orders millions more; 
One pow r, one principle, unmix d. unchang d a 
That form d each orb, proportion d and arrang d, 
Reach⸗ 


Eſſ. I. O ETI C ESS AY SU 
Reaching. pervading ev ry diſtant 3 . 1 
ö Eternal, chains the aggregate of all 4 TOS } 364) 10 
He R, man! derive thy leſſons, hereis thj ſchobl, 
In nature s book the weakeſt brain may ſpesdꝰ/ 
Th untaught may learn it, and ih unletter d read 
Nor need of pedant, or a pedant's rod. 
I be book of nature is the work of Gosen LF. 
A fair original, not far to ſcek! :! 0 
Nor writ in hebrem characters nor S . 
But in a ſpeech that never fails to ſtrike 0 40 
In ev'ry nation plain and full alike; 4:13 2491927 +1 
Which ao tradition cloaks:in-myitery 9:0! 10 
Nor prieſts corrupt; nor bigots can bely, 316 
Nor flames devour, nor dark oblivion hille, 
Nor time abridge; but ſtill diſplays more ride 
Learn Na vRE then! within thy proper ſphere, | 
Compos d, give gracious Providence thine ear. 


1 


What bliſs and beauty thro the whole ariſe, 


In teeming earth and o'er the ſpacious skies! 


Far drive thy impious doubts, nor murmur more; 


Anjoy thy ſtate with 2 and God n * | 


Ar A 81 the. FRG —__ 11 . ina 
Employ men's heads n {ebgom reach their 
hearts. 
Of Gop and Nana, 5 we 8 neh. 
Neglect the better ſcience to apply. 


Our love of knowledge riſes out of . 3 25 


While all its uſe to life is thrown rats * 
And idly we the works of nature ſcan, 

If nothing moral thence acerues to man; 
If nought from outward harmony we 8 
That vibrates inward and attunes che mind 


20% PO'ETIC ESSAYS. ET I. 
Eye God's creation, ſee what order ſhines, 315 
What power preſerves, what wiſdom all er "© 
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EIL PO E TIC ESSAYS 
Io me, in vain ten thouſand ſyſtems roll. 3 
If no fixt purpoſe regulates my ſoul; d g 10 3 
If none of that grand order which I ſee, 


Nor due proportion reaches down to me. 
Wretch! whoſe ant heart een a to Ma 1 


_charm, . HIST SST 21 hey | 
All Nature's ardour has not power to warm 2 
Wu a nobler views his fiſing ſoil inſpire, 0 


And touch his boſom with celeſtial fire! 


Who reaſoning from th effect; explores the cauſe 
And reads the legiſlator in his laws; 340 
Sees near ally d and cloſe embracing join dq. 
The pow'rs of body and the po rs of mind 
Where all receive and all aſſiſtance lend, fr bu 
Impell'd conjointly: to their deſtin'd end; 326A 
With unremitting ardour to fulfil, . - 11945 
One ſteady purpoſe, one almighty. * * Nt n 
Smit with this union of the gen ral frame, 
His ſoul is rouz d and feels the living flame ; + : 4 
1 10 


22 POETIC ESSAYS. ELI. 
To copy nature's harmony aſpires, 00 
And burns t embrace the beauty it a 350 
Thence, pleas d en to deck his n 
5 ſphere, ME Eine b 

The juſt, the decent, aaa _ fair; | noo 
And grows in judgment juſt, in fancy: chaſte, 
® M reaſon clear, and delicate in taſte: 
Or feeling kind affections eren and, 11 355 
His heart dilating opene to mamkind i: 
baader higheſt bi hi are ca prove, 
From that divineſt paſſion, ſocial love. 
Wben pure good humour dances in. the _ 
What joy ſo great as that of giving joy? 
And where no envy nor reſentments rei * 
Wbat pain can equal chat of cauſing pain??? 
Tu us from the 0 _ ſource connefed 

1 ſprings,” | Ae ny 100 

The "ads in morals wal in natal chings. 8 
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On Narr U RE, this prime eee 
Rows, B l An 1 rs 
— Sada ele by man, to mankind flows? 4 
That honour, he by merit may obtam ß 
The praiſe and glory that he hirſts to en. * N 
For this, his iface divine i is raisd on high. > OTA 4 
_ Unſtopp'd his ear, and op d his lucid eye * ; 
His-nerves made tremble to:tlieir inmoſt cell 1 
At ev ry pulſe of feeling, taſte ani (mell:;: 91 UB - 
Ibence to the: ſoul the quick ſenſations ed! 
Now ſhake the heart, and now _— the head. 5 
F 
poo allaround, Stata 12 conſpire! 375 
To touch, to raiſe, to waken EU to fire * 
The breathof heav n, the morning chearfuldawn; 
The peaceful flocks along the verdantlawn ; 7 
_ High-waving woods and gently riſing hills, 
Swift-gliding rivers, filver-pacling till 386 
a e 8. Soft 


+ POETIC ESSAYS Hl L 
Soft fanning breezes, loverhaunted ſhades, 
Broad ſhining lakes,and headlong rough caſcades; 3 
Soul- ſoothing grottos, Ceres laughing vales, 5 
Wild- warbling birds and ſong-reſounding ales 39 
Flowers nne nn fruit — aum 
eee r 
Full-bubbling ſorintaing and esp ſprings; 
'Th' extended plains that wide in proſpect _— 1 
The ſwelling ocean and the vanlted sk. 
Theſe, and ten 2— more, _— ns raft 6 
pen ce. 5 "Of 
Nature s whole ſtock that win on ev vryſenſe!; 390 
Shall they not high our contemplation raiſe; ' 
And fill our hearts with gratitude and praiſe? * 
Ev x here, in this cold region of the nort, 
Theſe animate the Muſe, and call her fort;; 
Io ſoar intrepid or advent rous wing. 255 1 
* ling of NATURE, andd to point the ſpring; 
Whoſe 
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Whoſe ſtreams diffus d. the whole dle. +1 
Of ev ry ſcience and of evry art: 4 « 1] 
| Whate'er ennobles or can man befriend, I 
His manners poliſh or his morals mend; - 1490. 4 
All bliſs of ev ry kind and each dea -- as - 
Still flows, great ſubſtitute of Gop ! from thee. 1 
In vain, would erring wits of human race, 
Set up fantaſtic idols in thy ae r 

Or wrapt in clouds. or cover d under eg 40 
The phantoms fly, when dawns thy hallow d light; 3 
They fly, and ev n their votaries forſake e:; 
Empty and wild. as dreams to men awake. 
Nor ought can e er this verſe s date — + 
If Nu TU RE emen and ſhuns my 

| ſong; dn 1209 410 
But Rr ſhe Joon to ble me ai hon mile. 
And lend her en deck the 6 pleaſing toil! „ 
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26 POETIC BSSAVS HEEL. 
Glad/:hhould the muſe awake the dorick'reeds; 
Paint as ſhe paints, and follow where ſhe leads; 
With all her fav rite train to join her lay, 478 
And ſound her acclamations on 'the:way,--: 

Or face her foes, who ſtrive to ſtain her ene 
With foul pollution, or to cloud her beam: 
That thoſe who; raſhly err, might be reclaim 4 
Aud knaves convict, ſtand open and aſham d. 420 
Ap tho too weak may flow my lowly Ie of © 
Unequal to che height of this defign; | * 
Yet ſhall my honeſt purpoſe: yield I. 1 
Conſcious of withing well and aiming right; 
Far: far remov d from courtiers and eee 
Nor awd by eriticks, nor afraid of wits; . | 
My yale of peace, their buzz can ne er en 
Nor pierce the ſanctuary of my joy: 
Not raſh in purpoſe, but yet ſteeld to W „ 

1 Unrutlld, pride's contempt and folly's ſneer. 430 
Thro' 
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Theo! life 8 8 Gs howeter ines 
No dupe or ſlave of any one alive: ac 4 
Tho humbly ſtation d, of no baſe ae if 
Above me many; ſome below, I ſeei;7: 711? n 
Nor buoy hs: oh, Wiki ne to. 
82 come, ad Girl 14-2 140 
Norfank i in dread of; any 1 om 
But walk this world, and upwards look to heaven, 
With expectations tolerably even. 
Nor quite with ſo much orthodoxy cramm * 
To think all elſe but true believers dun d; ; . 
Nor yet an infidel fo indiſcreet, 2 4 
To give up all religion as a cheat; 5 4 7 Bt A 3 1 
But this I Hold, and will unto my grove, S 2 
A Go exiſts, and Tve a ſoul to-lave; ++, 1 
That God will favour and approve the man 4451 2 
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